KNOwW THOU THE GOD OF THY

FATHER
1 KINGS 1; 1 CHRONICLES 28, 29

Text: 1 Chron 28:9

1 Chron. 28:9

And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy
father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a
willing mind: for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and
understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if
thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou
forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.

Introduction:

How do we sum up a life like David’s? Paul spoke of
David’s life in a sermon and said,

Acts 13:36

For David, after he had served his own generation by
the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his
fathers, and saw corruption:

When we come to the end of our life may it be said of
us that we served our generation. | hope that we leave
a lasting legacy of faith for our children and
grandchildren. | hope that my ministry of teaching and
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preaching the Word of God will live on the lives of
those I've taught.

We should remain faithful, and be able to say as Paul
said:

2Tim. 4:7
| have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, |
have kept the faith:

May we leave a lasting legacy for those who follow in
our steps.

1. DAVID SELECTS SOLOMON (1 KINGS 1)
A. David’s Deteriorating Health (vss. 1-4)

1 Kings 1:1-4

Now king David was old and stricken in years; and they
covered him with clothes, but he gat no heat.
2Wherefore his servants said unto him, Let there be
sought for my lord the king a young virgin: and let her
stand before the king, and let her cherish him, and let
her lie in thy bosom, that my lord the king may get
heat. 3So they sought for a fair damsel throughout all
the coasts of Israel, and found Abishag a Shunammite,
and brought her to the king. 4And the damsel was very
fair, and cherished the king, and ministered to him: but
the king knew her not.



1. Every life must come to an end and
David was failing in health.

B. Adonijah’s Wrong Assumption (vss. 5-10)

1 Kings 1:5-10

Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself,
saying, | will be king: and he prepared him chariots and
horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. 6And his
father had not displeased him at any time in saying,
Why hast thou done so? and he also was a very goodly
man; and his mother bare him after Absalom. 7And he
conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with
Abiathar the priest: and they following Adonijah helped
him. 8But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and Rei,
and the mighty men which belonged to David, were
not with Adonijah. 9And Adonijah slew sheep and oxen
and fat cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which is by En-
rogel, and called all his brethren the king's sons, and all
the men of Judah the king's servants: 10But Nathan the
prophet, and Benaiah, and the mighty men, and
Solomon his brother, he called not.

C. Nathan’s Wise Intervention (vss 11-14)

1 Kings 1:11-14

Wherefore Nathan spake unto Bath-sheba the mother
of Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonijah
the son of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord
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knoweth it not? 12Now therefore come, let me, | pray
thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine
own life, and the life of thy son Solomon. 13Go and get
thee in unto king David, and say unto him, Didst not
thou, my lord, O king, swear unto thine handmaid,
saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me,
and he shall sit upon my throne? why then doth
Adonijah reign? 14Behold, while thou yet talkest there
with the king, | also will come in after thee, and confirm
thy words.

1. Nathan had be behind the scene for

a long time now. Nathan had been the
one God used to condemn David and
Bathsheba’s adultery. Yet, after their sin is
forgiven, years later, he comes along side
Bathsheba as a friend and godly counselor
and even a protector.

D. Bathsheba’s Timely Reminder (vss. 15-27)

1 Kings 1:15-27

And Bath-sheba went in unto the king into the
chamber: and the king was very old; and Abishag the
Shunammite ministered unto the king. 16And Bath-
sheba bowed, and did obeisance unto the king. And the
king said, What wouldest thou? 17And she said unto
him, My lord, thou swarest by the Lord thy God unto
thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son
shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne.
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18And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and now, my
lord the king, thou knowest it not: 19And he hath slain
oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath
called all the sons of the king, and Abiathar the priest,
and Joab the captain of the host: but Solomon thy
servant hath he not called. 20And thou, my lord, O
king, the eyes of all Israel are upon thee, that thou
shouldest tell them who shall sit on the throne of my
lord the king after him. 210therwise it shall come to
pass, when my lord the king shall sleep with his fathers,
that | and my son Solomon shall be counted offenders.
22And, lo, while she yet talked with the king, Nathan
the prophet also came in. 23And they told the king,
saying, Behold Nathan the prophet. And when he was
come in before the king, he bowed himself before the
king with his face to the ground. 24And Nathan said,
My lord, O king, hast thou said, Adonijah shall reign
after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? 25For he is
gone down this day, and hath slain oxen and fat cattle
and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the king's
sons, and the captains of the host, and Abiathar the
priest; and, behold, they eat and drink before him, and
say, God save king Adonijah. 26But me, even me thy
servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada, and thy servant Solomon, hath he not called.
27Is this thing done by my lord the king, and thou hast
not shewed it unto thy servant, who should sit on the
throne of my lord the king after him?



E. David’s Royal Proclamation (vss 28-46, 49-53)

1 Kings 1:28-46

Then king David answered and said, Call me Bath-
sheba. And she came into the king's presence, and
stood before the king. 29And the king sware, and said,
As the Lord liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out of
all distress, 30Even as | sware unto thee by the Lord
God of Israel, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall
reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne in my
stead; even so will | certainly do this day. 31Then Bath-
sheba bowed with her face to the earth, and did
reverence to the king, and said, Let my lord king David
live for ever. 32And king David said, Call me Zadok the
priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada. And they came before the king. 33The king
also said unto them, Take with you the servants of your
lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine
own mule, and bring him down to Gihon: 34And let
Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him
there king over Israel: and blow ye with the trumpet,
and say, God save king Solomon. 35Then ye shall come
up after him, that he may come and sit upon my
throne; for he shall be king in my stead: and | have
appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah.
36And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king,
and said, Amen: the Lord God of my lord the king say
so too. 37As the Lord hath been with my lord the king,
even so be he with Solomon, and make his throne
greater than the throne of my lord king David. 38So

-6-



Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah
the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the
Pelethites, went down, and caused Solomon to ride
upon king David's mule, and brought him to Gihon.
39And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the
tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And they blew the
trumpet; and all the people said, God save king
Solomon. 40And all the people came up after him, and
the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great
joy, so that the earth rent with the sound of them.
41And Adonijah and all the guests that were with him
heard it as they had made an end of eating. And when
Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said,
Wherefore is this noise of the city being in an uproar?
42And while he yet spake, behold, Jonathan the son of
Abiathar the priest came: and Adonijah said unto him,
Come in; for thou art a valiant man, and bringest good
tidings. 43And Jonathan answered and said to
Adonijah, Verily our lord king David hath made
Solomon king. 44And the king hath sent with him
Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah
the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the
Pelethites, and they have caused him to ride upon the
king's mule: 45And Zadok the priest and Nathan the
prophet have anointed him king in Gihon: and they are
come up from thence rejoicing, so that the city rang
again. This is the noise that ye have heard. 46And also
Solomon sitteth on the throne of the kingdom.



1 Kings 1:49-53

And all the guests that were with Adonijah were afraid,
and rose up, and went every man his way.

50And Adonijah feared because of Solomon, and arose,
and went, and caught hold on the horns of the altar.
51And it was told Solomon, saying, Behold, Adonijah
feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath caught hold on
the horns of the altar, saying, Let king Solomon swear
unto me to day that he will not slay his servant with the
sword. 52And Solomon said, If he will shew himself a
worthy man, there shall not an hair of him fall to the
earth: but if wickedness shall be found in him, he shall
die. 53So king Solomon sent, and they brought him
down from the altar. And he came and bowed himself
to king Solomon: and Solomon said unto him, Go to
thine house.

F. David’s Grateful Praise (vss 47-48)

1 Kings 1:47-48

And moreover the king's servants came to bless our
lord king David, saying, God make the name of
Solomon better than thy name, and make his throne
greater than thy throne. And the king bowed himself
upon the bed. 48And also thus said the king, Blessed be
the Lord God of Israel, which hath given one to sit on
my throne this day, mine eyes even seeing it.



2. DAVID PASSES THE TORCH (1 CHRON.
28:1-29:25)

After David proclaims Solomon as his successor, he
realized his work was not yet complete. He must pass
the torch of leadership to Solomon. He must prepare
his son to rule and the people to live under his reign.

David seemed to find some strength to rise from his
deathbed to call an assembly to Jerusalem.

A. The Address to the Assembly (28:1-8)

1 Chron. 28:1-8

And David assembled all the princes of Israel, the
princes of the tribes, and the captains of the companies
that ministered to the king by course, and the captains
over the thousands, and captains over the hundreds,
and the stewards over all the substance and possession
of the king, and of his sons, with the officers, and with
the mighty men, and with all the valiant men, unto
Jerusalem. 2Then David the king stood up upon his
feet, and said, Hear me, my brethren, and my people:
As for me, | had in mine heart to build an house of rest
for the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and for the
footstool of our God, and had made ready for the
building: 3But God said unto me, Thou shalt not build
an house for my name, because thou hast been a man
of war, and hast shed blood. 4Howbeit the Lord God of
Israel chose me before all the house of my father to be
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king over Israel for ever: for he hath chosen Judah to
be the ruler; and of the house of Judah, the house of
my father; and among the sons of my father he liked
me to make me king over all Israel: 5And of all my sons,
(for the Lord hath given me many sons,) he hath
chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the
kingdom of the Lord over Israel. 6And he said unto me,
Solomon thy son, he shall build my house and my
courts: for | have chosen him to be my son, and | will be
his father. 7Moreover | will establish his kingdom for
ever, if he be constant to do my commandments and
my judgments, as at this day. 8Now therefore in the
sight of all Israel the congregation of the Lord, and in
the audience of our God, keep and seek for all the
commandments of the Lord your God: that ye may
possess this good land, and leave it for an inheritance
for your children after you for ever.

B. The Advice for His Son (28:9-10)

1 Chron. 28:9-10

And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy
father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a
willing mind: for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and
understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if
thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou
forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever. 10Take heed
now; for the Lord hath chosen thee to build an house
for the sanctuary: be strong, and do it.
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Notice the Priorities
1. Know the Lord

Jeremiah 9:24

But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he
understandeth and knoweth me, that | am the Lord
which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and
righteousness, in the earth: for in these things | delight,
saith the Lord.

2. Serve the Lord

Psalm 84:10

For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. | had
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to
dwell in the tents of wickedness.

3. Seek the Lord

Matthew 7:7-8

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8For every one
that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and
to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

C. The Plans for the Temple (28:11-21)
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1 Chron. 28:11-21

Then David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the
porch, and of the houses thereof, and of the treasuries
thereof, and of the upper chambers thereof, and of the
inner parlours thereof, and of the place of the mercy
seat, 12And the pattern of all that he had by the spirit,
of the courts of the house of the Lord, and of all the
chambers round about, of the treasuries of the house
of God, and of the treasuries of the dedicated things:
13Also for the courses of the priests and the Levites,
and for all the work of the service of the house of the
Lord, and for all the vessels of service in the house of
the Lord. 14He gave of gold by weight for things of
gold, for all instruments of all manner of service; silver
also for all instruments of silver by weight, for all
instruments of every kind of service: 15Even the weight
for the candlesticks of gold, and for their lamps of gold,
by weight for every candlestick, and for the lamps
thereof: and for the candlesticks of silver by weight,
both for the candlestick, and also for the lamps
thereof, according to the use of every candlestick.
16And by weight he gave gold for the tables of
shewbread, for every table; and likewise silver for the
tables of silver: 17Also pure gold for the fleshhooks,
and the bowls, and the cups: and for the golden basons
he gave gold by weight for every bason; and likewise
silver by weight for every bason of silver: 18And for the
altar of incense refined gold by weight; and gold for the
pattern of the chariot of the cherubims, that spread
out their wings, and covered the ark of the covenant of
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the Lord. 19All this, said David, the Lord made me
understand in writing by his hand upon me, even all
the works of this pattern. 20And David said to Solomon
his son, Be strong and of good courage, and do it: fear
not, nor be dismayed: for the Lord God, even my God,
will be with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee,
until thou hast finished all the work for the service of
the house of the Lord. 21And, behold, the courses of
the priests and the Levites, even they shall be with thee
for all the service of the house of God: and there shall
be with thee for all manner of workmanship every
willing skilful man, for any manner of service: also the
princes and all the people will be wholly at thy
commandment.

D. The Support For The New King (1 Chron 29:1-
15)

1 Chron. 29:1-15

Furthermore David the king said unto all the
congregation, Solomon my son, whom alone God hath
chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great:
for the palace is not for man, but for the Lord God.
2Now | have prepared with all my might for the house
of my God the gold for things to be made of gold, and
the silver for things of silver, and the brass for things of
brass, the iron for things of iron, and wood for things of
wood; onyx stones, and stones to be set, glistering
stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of
precious stones, and marble stones in abundance.
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3Moreover, because | have set my affection to the
house of my God, | have of mine own proper good, of
gold and silver, which | have given to the house of my
God, over and above all that | have prepared for the
holy house, 4Even three thousand talents of gold, of
the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of
refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses withal:
5The gold for things of gold, and the silver for things of
silver, and for all manner of work to be made by the
hands of artificers. And who then is willing to
consecrate his service this day unto the Lord?

6Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the tribes
of Israel, and the captains of thousands and of
hundreds, with the rulers of the king's work, offered
willingly, 7And gave for the service of the house of God
of gold five thousand talents and ten thousand drams,
and of silver ten thousand talents, and of brass
eighteen thousand talents, and one hundred thousand
talents of iron. 8And they with whom precious stones
were found gave them to the treasure of the house of
the Lord, by the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9Then
the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly,
because with perfect heart they offered willingly to the
Lord: and David the king also rejoiced with great joy.
10Wherefore David blessed the Lord before all the
congregation: and David said, Blessed be thou, Lord
God of Israel our father, for ever and ever. 11Thine, O
Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory,
and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the
heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom,
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O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all. 12Both
riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest
over all; and in thine hand is power and might; and in
thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength
unto all. 13Now therefore, our God, we thank thee,
and praise thy glorious name. 14But who am |, and
what is my people, that we should be able to offer so
willingly after this sort? for all things come of thee, and
of thine own have we given thee. 15For we are
strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our
fathers: our days on the earth are as a shadow, and
there is none abiding.

E. The Coronation Of The Heir (1 Chron 29:16-
30)

1 Chron. 29:16-30

O Lord our God, all this store that we have prepared to
build thee an house for thine holy name cometh of
thine hand, and is all thine own. 171 know also, my
God, that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in
uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of mine
heart | have willingly offered all these things: and now
have | seen with joy thy people, which are present
here, to offer willingly unto thee. 180 Lord God of
Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this for
ever in the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of
thy people, and prepare their heart unto thee: 19And
give unto Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep thy
commandments, thy testimonies, and thy statutes, and
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to do all these things, and to build the palace, for the
which | have made provision.

20And David said to all the congregation, Now bless
the Lord your God. And all the congregation blessed
the Lord God of their fathers, and bowed down their
heads, and worshipped the Lord, and the king. 21And
they sacrificed sacrifices unto the Lord, and offered
burnt offerings unto the Lord, on the morrow after that
day, even a thousand bullocks, a thousand rams, and a
thousand lambs, with their drink offerings, and
sacrifices in abundance for all Israel: 22And did eat and
drink before the Lord on that day with great gladness.
And they made Solomon the son of David king the
second time, and anointed him unto the Lord to be the
chief governor, and Zadok to be priest. 23Then
Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord as king instead
of David his father, and prospered; and all Israel
obeyed him. 24And all the princes, and the mighty
men, and all the sons likewise of king David, submitted
themselves unto Solomon the king. 25And the Lord
magnified Solomon exceedingly in the sight of all Israel,
and bestowed upon him such royal majesty as had not
been on any king before him in Israel. 26Thus David the
son of Jesse reigned over all Israel. 27And the time that
he reigned over Israel was forty years; seven years
reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three years
reigned he in Jerusalem. 28And he died in a good old
age, full of days, riches, and honour: and Solomon his
son reigned in his stead. 29Now the acts of David the
king, first and last, behold, they are written in the book
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of Samuel the seer, and in the book of Nathan the
prophet, and in the book of Gad the seer, 30With all his
reign and his might, and the times that went over him,
and over Israel, and over all the kingdoms of the
countries.

3. DAVID LEAVES A LEGACY (1 CHRON
29:26-30)

1 Chron. 29:26-30

Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel.
27And the time that he reigned over Israel was forty
years; seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and
three years reigned he in Jerusalem. 28And he died in a
good old age, full of days, riches, and honour: and
Solomon his son reigned in his stead. 29Now the acts
of David the king, first and last, behold, they are
written in the book of Samuel the seer, and in the book
of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad the
seer, 30With all his reign and his might, and the times
that went over him, and over Israel, and over all the
kingdoms of the countries.

As king over Israel he had unified the divided nation,
established a capital city, built a massive military force,
subdued all their enemies, expanded their boundaries
from 6000 to 60,000 square mile and established a
flourishing economy with international trade. But far
beyond all these worldly accomplishments David
turned the hearts of the people to the Lord.
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How can we leave a lasting legacy?
A. We must not linger in our sin.
B. We must not neglect worship

C. We must accept God’s “NO’ and rejoice in
His “YES.” (Didn’t get to build the temple... But
his son did)

D. We must strive to finish well.
Close: Read the Dash

The - Dash
by Linda Ellis

| read of a preacher, who stood to speak,
At the funeral of his friend,
He referred to the dates on her tombstone
From the beginning ... to the end.

He noted that first came the date of her birth
And spoke of the following date with tears,
But he said what mattered most of all
Was the dash between those years.
For that dash represents all the time
That she spent alive on Earth
And now only those who loved her
Know what that little line is worth.

For it matters not, how much we own:
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The cars, the house, the cash.
What matters is how we live and love
And how we spend our dash.

So think about this long and hard
Are there things you’d like to change?
For you never know how much time is left
(You could be at "dash mid-range").
If we could just slow down enough
To consider what’s true and real,
And always try to understand
The way other people feel.

And be less quick to anger,

And show appreciation more,
And love the people in our lives
Like we’ve never loved before.

If we treat each other with respect
And more often wear a smile,
Remembering that this special dash
Might only last a little while.

So, when your Eulogy is being read
With your life’s actions to rehash....
Would you be pleased with the things they say
About how you spent your dash?

May we seek to leave a legacy to those who follow in
our steps.
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